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Today we’d like to introduce you to Michelle Miu Epstein.

So, before we jump into specific questions about the business, why don’t you give 2 '
us some details about you and your story.

Growing up, [ struggled with whether [ wanted to be a lawyer or a fashion

designer/stylist. Coming from an immigrant family, it was pretty normal to see my

parents working 16+ hour days at their restaurant to make a better life for us. I remember
spending a lot of my childhood at their restaurant, so I understood the hustle at a young

age.

So why did I love the law and fashion? I loved the fact that the law could really help
people in need and make a difference in others’ lives. On the other hand, I loved the way
that fashion could really bring out a person’s personality and boost self-esteem. I guess
you could say I grew up just wanting to make a difference in the world.

Before [ was set to start fashion school, I took an entry-level position at an international
intellectual property law firm to make some extra money and ended up falling in love.
The intellectual property law firm exposed me to working with many large to Fortune 500
companies with their trademarks and branding on an international level. I spent years at
this law firm securing trademark registrations all around the world for international
companies.

Eventually, | decided I wanted to take my skills to another level and enrolled myself in
law school. It was a tough three years because I was working and going to law school full
time, but I wanted to prove it to myself that I could do it. After all, no one in my family

has ever become a lawyer and [ wanted to make them proud.

All my years of hard work ended up paying off. Once I passed the California state bar on
my first try (one of the hardest bar exams in the nation!), I was promoted to head of the
international trademark department. At that point, I realized that I had the best of both
worlds — I was a lawyer and [ had a hand in working with creatives and advising on brands
prior to them even hitting the market.

In 2019, I decided that it was time to make the jump and start my own law firm, MIU
EPSTEIN LAW, to better service clients with their domestic and international trademarks
and to create a better work-life balance. Whether it’s a startup or Fortune 500 company, [
love the work that I do as a trademark attorney. The best thing about my work is being
able to witness my clients’ successes and knowing that I had a hand in growing their
business.

Has it been a smooth road?

The struggle was real! Deciding to be a lawyer is no easy feat. [ spent many long nights
working and going to law school full time to try and make it. Deciding on starting my
own law firm was again no easy feat and there are many hats I have to wear along with
being diligent in seeing through my clients’ goals.

I don’t think any road is easy, but if it is something you really want, the journey is worth
it because the rewards are great. The one piece of advice I can give is to not be afraid to
ask for help if you need it. The reason I've been able to get to where I'm at today is
because I've had a lot of great and gracious supporters along the way.

So let’s switch gears a bit and go into the MIU EPSTEIN LAW story. Tell us more

PORTRAITS OF THE VALLEY




about the business.

I'm the owner of a law firm based in Orange County called MIU EPSTEIN LAW where we
focus on intellectual property and corporate matters. I'm particularly known for my
experience in international and domestic trademark work and helping clients in the food
and beverage, cosmetics, fashion, entertainment, hospitality, financial services, and
automotive and technology industries. Given the type of work I do, I get the opportunity
to meet people from all over the world.

People always ask — what is a trademark? A trademark is essentially a word, phrase,
symbol, and/or design that identifies and distinguishes the source of certain goods or
services from one party to another. For example, think of all the makeup, clothing, or
food brands out there. What brands do you think of? Why do you as a consumer choose to
buy into a certain brand over others? Is it because they have certain qualities you can
expect? Is it because you support the company’s beliefs? All of these things go into

building a successful trademark, which is what I get to help companies with.

The one thing I'm most proud of in my company is having a real hands-on approach with
clients. A lot of the time, I think people have a negative view of lawyers, which [ am
working on changing! Every prospect or client that reaches out to my firm will speak with
me directly and they can expect a really personalized touch throughout the services [
provide. Once a client signs up with my firm, they can rest assured that I will be working
tirelessly to try and achieve their goals.

I also like to think that [ am not your typical lawyer because of my creative background. I
can understand the blood, sweat, and tears that go into building a business and brand, so
I try and incorporate my knowledge and experience into devising the best trademark
strategy for my clients.

How do you think the industry will change over the next decade?

With the technological and artificial intelligence advances we keep seeing every vear, [
think it will be even easier for people to try and automate the legal industry. These kinds
of advances may make people curious as to whether or not there will even be a need for
lawyers in the future. However, I really do feel like there are certain nuances and
intricacies of the law that even the best technological advances cannot capture. So, I feel
that by continuing to provide personalized and hands-on service to clients, there will
always be a need for those lawyers who have the best interests of their clients in mind.

Contact Info:

Address: MIU EPSTEIN LAW, PC
One Park Plaza, Suite 600
Irvine, California 92614

‘Website: www.miuepsteinlaw.com

Phone: 949-688-0268

Email: michelle@miuepsteinlaw.com

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/miuepsteinlaw

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/miuepsteinlaw
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LA’S MOST INSPIRING STORIES

Every neighborhood in LA has its own vibe, style, culture and history, but what consistently
amazes us is not what differentiates...

LOCAL STORIES NOVEMBER 17, 2020

HIDDEN GEMS: LOCAL BUSINESSES & CREATIVES YOU
SHOULD KNOW

Every day we have a choice. We can support an up and coming podcaster, try a new family-run
restaurant, join a...

LOCAL STORIES | NOVEMBER 13, 2020

PORTRAITS OF THE VALLEY

It’s more important to understand someone than to judge them. We think the first step to
understanding someone is asking them...

LOCAL STORIES | NOVEMBER 12, 2020

PORTRAITS OF HOLLYWOOD

It’s more important to understand someone than to judge them. We think the first step to
understanding someone is asking them...

LOCAL STORIES | NOVEMBER 12, 2020




THE THOUGHT-PROVOKERS: CELEBRATING ARTISTS &
CREATIVES

LA has always had an artistic soul. The culture and heritage of our city, like most great cities,
owes a tremendous.“

LOCAL STORIES | AUGUST &, 2020

THE TRAILBLAZERS: REWRITING THE NARRATIVE

The editorial team has a special attachment to our new series, The Trailblazers: Rewriting the
Narrative, because so many of us...

LOCAL STORIES | JUNE 16, 2020

VOYAGELA PODCAST: MEET KATRINE FENGER

We had the good fortune of sitting down with Katrine Fenger. She has a phenomenal story and
she was kind and...

VoyageLﬂ LOCAL STORIES | MAY 18, 2020

Podcast |
Episode 7

VOYAGELA PODCAST: MEET SHAKIRA REEDUS

We're thrilled to introduce you to Shakira Reedus. Shakira is an actress, entrepreneur and an
inspiring content creator. We can’t wait for...

VoyageLﬂ LOCAL STORIES | MAY 18, 2020
Podcast |
Episode 6

VOYAGELA PODCAST EPISODE 5: MICHELLE LABELLE

We're thrilled to introduce you to spoken word artist and content partner Michelle LaBelle.
Partners support Voyage by collaborating on content,...

VoyageLﬂ PARTNER SERIES | MARCH 30, 2020
Podcast |
Episode 5

LA’S MOST INSPIRING STORIES LOCALGUIDE | FOOD | ENTERTAINMENT  SLIDER | NSFW

HIDDEN GEMS: LOCAL BUSINESSES & CREATIVES YOU MOVIE | | FEATURED || MUSTREAD || FASHION || TRENDING

SHOULD KNOW DATING | LOVE  LOSANGELES TV | COMEDY | HBO

PORTRAITS OF THE VALLEY POP CULTURE | STYLE | SOCIAL = WOMEN  MEN  LIFESTYLE

NOTHINGCANBREAKTHISLOVE || AMBERBOLLARD | =~ AMBERCLAIRE
PORTRAITS OF HOLLYWOOD

[ fE DM

ABOUT VOYAGELA  PRIVACY & TERMS OF SERVICE ~ SUBMIT A STORY






